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CAME AJIVALS INCREASE OV NATIONAL FORESTE

Avrarent increases in the number of all big-
came a~imals except wountain zoat, monse and caribou, are recorced in tae
latest annual iare census of the Hational Forests, just snnounced by tne
Forest Service, United States Department of Agricultare.

Tae annual jemne census represents caref:l cstimates of the numver of
gane aninals on the Vatioral Forests, which are the most extensive game areas
now remairing, warticularly in the Western States. Although it is impossible
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to %ecoun®t noses’ of zame animals, tae estimates sre based on year-long observa-
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tions and stivdies by cistrict rem ers and other Forest officers thorougily
faniliar with tie ground, and are consiiered the rmosk accurate record avail-
able. The latcst estimates are made as of Tecembsr 21, 1928.

Preceting year,
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Compared with the/ deer on the Fational Forasts showed a galn of
last census,

47,470 in the/ totaling 74£,000 in pumoer. California led all the States
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in nuzber of deer, with 245,400 recorded. Tae elk population increased from
74,200 to 78,2300, with Wyoming leading in aumver. 3Black or brown bear totaled
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52,200 according to the census showing, while grizzly bear (including the
Alasza bdrown bear) numbered 3,400. The estimated nmumber of mountain Joats

was 19,300, wiile mourtain sheep numvered 13,800. Antelope increased from

7,700 to 2,500. loose, however, fell off in nurber, cnly 6,970 belng recorded,
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as compared with 7,850 a year earlier. The nuwber of beaver was placed at
117,800.

Accurate information regarding the number of jame animals is essential
in the developaent of game management plans for tne Wational Forests, accord-
ing to the Forest Service. Otiuer major problems in game administration in-
clude increasing the supply of game wrere it nas become depleted, determining
the game-carrying capacity of each National Forest, and Cetermining methrods
of zoléing the number of game animals in balance with carrying capacities.

Ca areas where valuable species have been exterminated, "planting" is
one metzod of increasing game population. Attempts to use western deer for
restocking eastern forests have not been very successful. Plans are being
developned, however, for trapping animals on the Pisgan National Forest in
Horth Carolina, wnich is becoming overstocked, for planting elsewhere. Last
year, mountain sheepr donated by the Dominion Government of Canada were placed
on the Medicine Bow Watiomnal Forest in Colorado and the Wichita Hational
Forest in Oklanoma. Severai lambg nave already been born, and prospects seem
good for the establisiment of these "plants.®

On a few National Forests, notably the Kaibadb in Arizona, the deer
have increased to the point of overpopulation, with resulting starvation due
to scarcity of feed. Plans have been made for cooperation with the State
officials of Arizona to remove the excess nunber of deer.

The National Forests contain more than 100 State game refugzes and 16
Federal refuges, covering all told more than 20,000,000 acres. ZElsewrere
the forests are open to hunting within the limitations prescribed by State

game laws.
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